DISCUSSION GUIDE




Dear Readers,

First of all, | want to thank you for selecting The Housekeeper for your
book club. | hope you not only find it difficult to put down but find plenty
to mull over and discuss!

The idea for this book began forming when a young friend of mine was
reeling from the death of her mother and her father’s subsequent—and
hasty—remarriage to a woman she deeply mistrusted. While | originally
conceived the novel as a simple cautionary, and hopefully suspenseful,
tale about the people we choose to let into our lives, | was surprised to
see it morph into something much more—embracing such issues as the
plight of women trapped between caring for their aging parents and their
children, abuse of the elderly, marital infidelity and “gaslighting”, sibling
rivalry, and the dangers of narcissistic parenting. My prime purpose, how-
ever, was—and always is—to entertain. If the book resonates with you
and makes you think, that’s great. But mostly, | just want you to enjoy.

My thanks again,
Joy Fielding

New York Times bestselling author of Cul-de-sac




Questions for Your Discussion:

1. The Housekeeper explores themes of family, marriage, and
caretaking, among others. Which resonated most with you?
What messages do you think the author wanted to leave you with?

2. The narrator of speaks knowingly, directly reflecting on the story
(in a way that foreshadows the events to come) and addressing the
reader. What did you think of this choice? How did it impact your
reading experience?

3. How did your perception of the characters change as the story
developed?

4. What do you think of Harrison, Wren, and their relationship?
What about Roger McAdams? Compare the difference in
Harrison’s and Jodi’s extramarital relationships.

. Which scene in the book stuck with you the most?

6. If you were in Jodi’s position, when would you have acted on
your suspicions? What would you have done to try and
straighten everything out?

7. In chapter 42, Harrison asks: “Has it occurred to you that Elyse
might be exactly who she says she is? That she’s a great house-
keeper who came to work for your father and they just happened
to fall in love? That there was no nefarious plot to insinuate
herself into your father’s life and cut you and your sister out?”
What did you think of this moment? Did it cast any doubt for

you on the situation?

8. Discuss the novel’s ending. Were you surprised by how everything
unfolded? Which twist surprised you the most?

9. Have you ever hired someone in a position like this that you had
to trust? What made you decide to trust them?
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